Volume I: Alabama Narratives
Personal contact with Uncle Charlie AaronsOak Grove, Alabama—Written by Mary A. Poole
Interview with Anthony Abercrombie—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Molly Ammond (Ammonds)—Gertha Couric
Interview with Charity Anderson—Ila B. Prine
Interview with Gus Askew—Gertha Couric
Interview with Tom Baker—Susie R. O'Brien
Interview with Henry Barnes—Ila B. Prine, Mobile
Interview with Nathan Beauchamp—Gertha Couric, Eufaula, Alabama
Interview with Oliver Bell—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston
Shoo, shoo, shoo ganderTh'ow yo' feathers 'way yander.
Personal interview with Nelson and Virginia BirdsongSummerville, on Front Street—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Interview with Ank Bishop—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Interview with Siney Bonner—W.F. Jordan
Interview with Jennie Bowen—Mary A. Poole, Mobile
Interview with Nannie Bradfield—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Martha Bradley—Mabel Farrior, Montgomery, Alabama
Interview with Allen Brown—Gertha Couric
Interview with Gus Brown—Alexander B. Johnson, Birmingham, Alabama
Interview with Walter Calloway—W.F. Jordan
Interview with Esther King Casey—Edward F. Harper, Birmingham
Interview with Amy Chapman—Ruby F. Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Dark was de nightCol' was de groun'On which my Savior layBlood in draps of sweat run downIn agony he pray.Lawd, move did bitter cupIf sich dy sacred willIf not content I'll drink it upWhose pleasure I'll fullfil.
In evil long I tuk de lightAn' led by shame an' fearWhen a new object stopped my flightAn' stopped my wild career.I saw him hangin' on a treeIn agony an' bloodHe fixed his languid eyes on meAs near his cross I stood.Sho' never till my latter breathKin I forgit dat lookHe seemed to change me wid his deathYit not a word he spoke.My conscience felt an' owned de quiltAn' plunged me in despairI saw my sins his blood had spiltAn' helped to nail him dere.
Interview with Emma Chapman—Mary A. Poole
Interview with Henry Cheatam—Ila B. Prine
Interview with Laura Clark—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
A motherless chile sees a hard timeOh, Lord, he'p her on de road.'Er sister will do de bes' she kinDis is a hard world, Lord, fer a motherless chile.
Interview with Hattie Clayton—Preston Klein
Interview with Wadley "Shorty" Clemons—G.L. Clark
Interview with William Colbert—John Morgan Smith
Interview with Tildy Collins—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Sara Colquitt—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Mandy McCullough Cosby—Margaret Fowler, Fruithurst, Alabama
Interview with Emma Crockett—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Set down, set down, set down,Set down, set down,Set down, chile, set down.Soul so happy till I kain't set down.Move de member, move Dan-u-el,Move de member, move Dan-u-el.Dan-u-el, member, don' move so slow.Dan-u-el, member, don' move so slow.Got on my rockin' shoes, Dan-u-el.Got on my rockin' shoes, Dan-u-el.Shoes gwine to rock me home,Shoes gwine to rock me home, Dan-u-el,Shoes gwine to rock me home, Dan-u-el,Shoes gwine to rock me home, Dan-u-el,Dan-u-el.Shoes gwine to rock by faith,Shoes gwine to rock by faith, Dan-u-el,Shoes gwine to rock by faith, Dan-u-el.Love de member, move Dan-u-el.Love de member, move Dan-u-el.Got on my starry crown, Dan-u-el.Got on my starry crown, Dan-u-el.
Interview with Cheney Cross—Annie D. Dean
Interview with Matilda Pugh Daniel—Gertha Couric
Interview with Carrie Davis—Preston Klein, Lee County, Alabama
Sheep's in de cotton patch;Got 'im out Monday.Had it been a white man;Got 'im out Sunday.
Interview with Clara Davis—Francois Ludgere Diard
Interview with George Dillard—Alice L. Barton
Personal interview with Ella Dilliard756 Canal Street, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine
Interview with Rufus Dirt—Woodrow Hand, Birmingham, Alabama
Interview with Katherine Eppes—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
"I am a sojer of de Cross,A follerer of de Lam'.I'm not afeard to own His name,Nor to 'fen' His cause."(Chorus)"I wan' you to come,I wan' you to come,I wan' you to comeAn' be saved."
Interview with Reuben Fitzpatrick—[HW: Mabel Farrior, Montgomery, Alabama]
Interview with Heywood Ford—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Bert Frederick—Preston Klein
"Wants my friends to go wid me, New Jerusalem;Wonder ef I'll ever git to heaven, New Jerusalem!"
Interview with Delia Garlic—Margaret Fowler, Fruithurst, Alabama
Interview with Angie Garrett—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Interview with Henry Garry—W.F. Jordan, Birmingham, Alabama
"Read in de bible, understan'Methuselah was de oldes' man.He lived nine hundred an' sixty nineDen died an' go to Heben in de Lawd's due time.Methuselah was a witnessFor my Lawd,For my Lawd."Read in de Bible, Understan'Samson was de stronges' man.Went out to battle to fight one timeKilled a thousan' of de Philistines.Samson was a witnessFor my Lawd,For my Lawd."Daniel was a Hebrew chile,Went to de Lawd to pray a while.De Lawd tole de angels de lions to keep,So Daniel lay down an' went to sleep.An' dat's anoder witnessFor my Lawd,For my Lawd.
Interview with Georgia—Gertha Couric
Interview with Fannie Gibson—J.R. Jones, Columbus, Georgia
Going Home To Live With The Lord.Goin' home soon in de mornin',Goin' home soon in de mornin',I's goin' home to live with de Lord.In de mornin' so soon,In de mornin' so soon,I's goin' home to live with de Lord.I's goin' home to live with de Lord,I's goin' home to live with de Lord,I's goin' home soon in de mornin'.O, de Lord is a-waitin' for me,O, de Lord is a-waitin' for me,I's goin' home soon in de mornin'.Where Were You When You Found The Lord?My brother, where were you,My brother, where were you,My brother, where were you,When you found the Lord?I was low down in the valley,I was low down in the valley,I was low down in the valley,When I first found the Lord.My sister, where were you,My sister, where were you,My sister, where were you,When you found the Lord?I was low down in the valley,I was low down in the valley,I was low down in the valley,When I first found the Lord.
Personal interview with Frank Gill708 South Hamilton Street, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Wonderful Peter,Wonderful Paul,Wonderful Silas,Who for to make aMah heart rejoice.On Good Shepherds, feed a' mah sheep.Don't you hear de young lambs a bleatin'?Don't you hear de young lambs a bleatin'?Don't you hear de young lambs a bleatin'?Oh! Good shepherds feed a' mah sheep."
Interview with Jim Gillard—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Mary Ella Grandberry—Levi D. Shelby, Jr., Tuscumbia, Alabama
I wonder whar was good ol' Dan'el,I wonder whar was good ol' Dan'el,I wonder whar was thankin' (thinking) Peter,I wonder whar was thankin' Peter.(Chorus)I'm goin' away, goin' away.I'm goin' away, goin' away.I wonder whar was weepin' Mary,I wonder whar was weepin' Mary,I'm goin' away, I'm goin' away,I'm goin' away to live forever,I'll never turn back no mo'.
Interview with Esther Green—Ila B. Prine
Interview with Jake Green—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
'Fool my Massa seben years.Gwiner fool him seben mo'.Hey diddle, de diddle, de diddle, de do'.'
Slav'y chain, slav'y chain,Thank God a'mighty I'm free at las',Free at las', free at las',Thank God a'mighty I'm free at las'.
Interview with Charity Grigsby—R.P. Tartt, [HW: Livingston?]
Angels in de water, walkin' by de light;Po' sinners stand in darkness an' cannot see de light!
Angels in de water, walkin' by de light;Po' sinners stan' in darkness an' cannot se de light.
Interview with Charles Hayes—Mary A. Poole, Mobile
Interview with Lizzie Hill—Gertha Couric
Interview with Gabe Hines—Gertha Couric
Personal interview with 'Aunt' Adeline Hodges3 Frye Street, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, [HW: Mobile?]
Interview with Caroline Holland—Mabel Farrior
Interview with Jane Holloway—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
IPersonal interview with Joseph HolmesGrand Avenue, Prichard, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Polk and Clay went to war,Polk come back wid a broken jaw.
IIPersonal interview with Joseph HolmesGrand Avenue, Prichard, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Polk an' Clay went to War,An' Polk come back wid a broken jar.
Interview with Josh Horn—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
My lates' sun is sinking fas'My race in nearly run,My strongs' trial now is pas',My triump' jes' begun.
Interview with Emma L. Howard—Margaret Fowler, Fruithurst, Alabama
"Mammy, is Ol' Massa gwin'er sell us tomorrow?Yes, my chile.Whar he gwin'er sell us?'Way down South in Georgia."
Interview with Everett Ingram—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Hannah Irwin—Gertha Couric, [HW: Eufaula?]
Interview with Martha JacksonRuby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Ole John Bell is de'd en goneI hopes he's gone to hell!
Interview with Jane—Mildred Scott Taylor, Georgiana, Alabama
Interview with Hilliard Johnson—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Jes' carry me and bury meI'll rise at de comin' day.Jes' carry me and bury me,I'll rise at de comin' day.
When I was in my worldly waysNobody had nothin' to say.Now I'm ridin' de pale white hossEv'ybody got something to say."
Trouble here and dey's trouble dere,I really do believe dere's trouble ev'ywhere.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home."
Oh, dey's a moaner here, dey's a moaner dere,I really do b'lieve dey's a moaner ev'ywhere.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Oh dey's a sinner here, dey's a sinner dere,I really do b'lieve dey's a sinner ev'ywhere.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Oh, dey's a Christun here, dey's a Christun dereI really do b'lieve dey's a Christun ev'ywhereSwing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.Swing low, chariot, I'm gwine home.
Interview with Randolph Johnson—Morgan Smith, [HW: Birmingham?]
Interview with Abraham Jones—G.L. Clark
Interview with Emma Jones—Mrs.Preston Klein, Opelika
Interview with Hannah Jones—Pigie T. Hix, Greensboro
White folks says a nigger won't stealBut I cotched six in my cawnfiel'If you want to see a nigger runShoot at dat nigger wid a gattlin' gun.
Interview with Josephine—Gertha Couric, Eufaula, Alabama
Interview with Lucindy Lawrence Jurdon—Preston Klein, Lee County, Alabama
Interview with Lucy Kimball—Francois Ludgere Diard, Mobile, Alabama
Personal conversation with Aunt Ellen KingMauvilla, Alabama—Mary A. Poole, Mobile, Alabama
"Down by the river side,Jesus will talk and walk,Ain't going to study the world no more,Ain't going to study the world no more,For down by the river side,Jesus will talk and walk."
Interview with Mandy Leslie—Daphne L.E. Curtis, Fairhope, Alabama
Interview with Dellie Lewis—Mary A. Poole, Mobile, Alabama
Old sweet beans and barley grows,Old sweet beans an' barley grows,You nor I nor nobody knows,Where old sweet beans an' barley grows.Go choose yo' east,Go choose yo' wes',Go choose de one dat you love best,If she's not here to take her part,Choose de nex' one to yo' heart.
In mercy, not in wrath,Rebuke me, gracious LawdLes' when Dy whole displeasure rise,I sink beneath Dy rod.
Interview with Lightnin'—John Proctor Mills
Interview with Billy Abraham Longslaughter—F.L. Diard, [HW: Mobile?]
Interview with "Uncle" Louis—David Holt, Mobile
Interview with Tom McAlpin—John Morgan Smith
Interview with Anne Maddox—Preston Klein, Opelika
Interview with Mandy—Daphne L.E. Curtis, Fairhope, Alabama
Interview with Frank Menefee—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Dark cloud arising like gwine to rain,Nothing but a black gal coming down the lane,Nigger stole a pumkin an' started outer town;Nigger heered it thunder, Lord, an' throwed dat pumkin down.
Interview with Isaam Morgan—Mary A. Poole, Mobile, Alabama
De John T. MooreDe Lula D.An' all dem boats is mineIf you can't ship on de Lula D.You ain't no man o' mine.
From record of a conversation in 1884—Francois L. Diard, Mobile, Alabama
Told by Edith Tatum, Greenville, Alabama—Mildred Scott Taylor, Georgiana, Alabama
Interview with Sally Murphy—Preston Klein, Lee County, Alabama
Interview with Hattie Anne Nettles—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Autobiography of Reverend W.E. Northcross, 1897—Levi D. Shelby, Jr. (Colored), Tuscumbia, Alabama
Jesus keep me near the cross,There's a precious fountain,Free to all, a healing stream,Flows from Calvary's mountain.
Am I a soldier of the cross,A follower of the lamb,And shall I fear to own his cause,Or blush to speak his name?
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,Feed me till I want no more.
I am weak, Thou art mighty,Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Earth has no sorrow thatHeaven cannot heal.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness,for they shall be filled.
Where Jesus leads me I will followand his footsteps I'll pursue.
Hark the voice of Jesus calling,Who will and work today?Fields are white and harvest waiting,Who will bear the sheaves away?
The deepest secrets of our heartsshall shortly be made known.
To whom it may concern:—We take pleasure in stating that we have known the bearer of this letter, Rev. Wilson Northcross for a number of years, and that he is a conscientious, intelligent colored man of good character. He has been pastor of the Missionary Baptist Church of this place since the war, having been instrumental in building the church, and always has made a good citizen. We believe him in every way worthy of the respect and confidence of his people.
Resolved, That Rev. W.E. Northcross, our pastor, is a good, moral, Christian man. He has been our pastor for thirty years, and we can truthfully say that he teaches in all things by example as well as by precept.
Interview with Wade Owens—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Molly Parker—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Lindy Patton—Alice S. Barton, Eutaw, Alabama
Interview with Simon Phillips—J. Morgan Smith
Interview with Roxy Pitts—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Carrie Pollard—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
Interview with Irene Poole—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Nicey Pugh—Ila B. Prine, [HW: Mobile]
Personal conversation with Sallie Reynolds552 South Conception Street, Mobile, Alabama—Compiled by Mary A. Poole
Interview with Mary Rice—Gertha Couric, [HW: Eufaula]
Interview with Cornelia Robinson—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Interview with Gus Rogers—Mary A. Poole, Mobile, Alabama
Personal interview with Janie Scott255 South Lawrence Street, Mobile, Alabama—Mary A. Poole, Mobile, Alabama
Interview with Maugan Shepherd—Gertha Couric, [HW: Eufaula]
Interview with Allen Sims—Preston Klein, Opelika
Interview with Frank Smith—D.A. Oden
Interview with John Smith—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Up an' down de Mobile Ribber,Two speckerlaters for one po' lil nigger.
Personal interview with "Aunt Annie" StantonRylands Lane, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Interview with Theodore Fontaine Stewart—Gertha Couric, [HW: Eufaula]
Interview with George Strickland—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
Personal interview with Cull Taylor364 N. Scott Street, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Interview with Daniel TaylorMontgomery, Alabama—John Proctor Mills, Montgomery, Alabama
Personal interview with George Taylor409 South Hamilton Street, Mobile, Alabama—Ila B. Prine, Mobile, Alabama
Personal interview with Amanda Tellisand her daughter Sarah Chastanin Allenville, Mobile County, Alabama—Written by Ila B. Prine
Interview with Ellen Thomas—Mary A. Poole, Mobile
Interview with Elizabeth Thomas—Montgomery
Interview with Mollie Tillman—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with Alonza Fantroy Toombs—Gertha Couric, [HW: Eufaula?]
Interview with William Henry Towns—Levi D. Shelby, Jr., Tuscumbia, Alabama
Saturday night an' Sunday, too.Had a yaller gal on my mind.Monday mornin', break of day,White folks had me gwine.
Slick as a mole, black as a coal,Got a great long tail like a thunder hole.(Skillet)Crooked as a rainbow, teeth lak a cat,Guess all of your life but you can't guess dat.(black berry bush)Grows in de winter, dies in de spring,Lives wid de root stickin' straight up.(icicle)
Whar you gwine buzzard? Whar you gwine crow?Gwine down to de river to do jes' so.
Hawk an' de buzzard went down to de law;When de hawk got back he had a broken jaw.Lady's pocketbook on de judge's benchHaden' had no use for a pocketbook sence.
Interview with Stepney Underwood—John Morgan Smith
Personal conversation with Charlie Van Dyke713 S. Lawrence street, Mobile, Ala.—Written by Mary A. Poole
Last word he said was about JerusalemAnd he traveled along to the grave!
Interview with Lilah Walker—William B. Strickland, Carbon Hill
Interview with Simon Walker—Ira S. Jordan
Interview with Lucindia Washington—Alice S. Barton
Interview with Eliza White, age around 80Opelika, Alabama—Preston Klein, Opelika, Alabama
You jumped and I jumped;Swear, by God you out jumped me.Huh! Huh! Round de corn, Sally.
Interview with Mingo White—Levi D. Shelby, Jr., Tuscumbia, Alabama
Cecess ladies thank they mighty grand,Settin' at de table, coffee pot of rye,O' ye Rebel union band, have these ladies understan'We leave our country to meet you, Uncle Sam.
Ol' General Wise was a mighty man,And not a wise man either,It took forty yards of cloth to make a uniform,To march in de happy land of Canaan.Chorus:Ha-ha, ha-ha, de south light is comin',Charge boys, charge, dis battle we mus' have,To march us in the happy land of Canaan.
Run ol' Roddy through Tuscumbia, through Tuscumbia,We go marchin' on.Chorus:Glory, glory hallelujah, glory, glory hallelujah,Glory, glory hallelujah as we go marchin' on.Ol' Roddy's coat was flyin', ol' Roddy's coat flyin' high,Twell it almost touch de sky, we go marchin' on.
Interview with Abe Whitess—David Holt
Interview with Callie Williams—Mary A. Poole, Mobile
I really believe Christ is comin' againHe's comin' in de mornin'He's comin' in de mornin'He's comin' wid a rainbow on his shoulderHe's comin' again bye and bye.
Interview with Silvia Witherspoon—Susie R. O'Brien, Uniontown, Alabama
Interview with George Young—Ruby Pickens Tartt, Livingston, Alabama
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